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In Tain they \veary heaven with prayer, or fly
To oracles, or magic numbers try;
For barrenness of sexes will proceed
Either from too condensed, or watery, seed :
The watery juice too soon dissolves away,
And in the parts projected will not stay;
The too condensed, unsouled, unwieldy mass.
Drops short, nor carries to the destined place;
Nor pierces to the parts, nor, though injected

home,
Will mingle with the kindly moisture of the

womb*

For nuptials are unlike in their success;
Some men with fruitful seed some women bless,
And from some men some women fruitful
Just as their constitutions join or jar;
And many seeming barren wives fiave been,
Who after, matched with more prolific men,
Have filled a family with prattling boys;
And many, not supplied at home with joys,
Have  found a friend  abroad to             their

smart,

And to perform the sapless husband's part
So much it does import, that seed with
Should of the kindly mixture make the breed;
And thick with thin, and thin with thick should ' i .

join,                                                                  'JiW

So to produce and propagate the line.
Of sueh concernment too is drink and food,
To incrassate, or attenuate the blood.
Of like importance is the posture too,
In which the genial feat of love we do ;                $70

For, as the females of the four-foot kind
Receive the leapings of their males behind,
So the good wives, with loins uplifted high,
And leaning on their hands, the fruitful stroke

may try;